An opportunity in op-notes.
Operative notes in surgical practice are a vital source of information and communication between healthcare professionals as well as being a legal document. Errors and omissions can have serious effects on patient care and lead to confusion. We audited our compliance within trauma and orthopaedics at a busy district general hospital in South East England with the standard set by the Royal College of Surgeons (England) before and after the introduction of an operation note template. We achieved significant improvements in compliance across almost all of the standard's domains and recommend widespread implementation of similar templates nationally.